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Matthew 16:24--Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me.”

Events of the Passion Week

1

Matthew 21:1-11--As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives,
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find
a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything
to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” This took place to
fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: “Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your king comes to
you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”” The disciples went and did as
Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and
Jesus sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches
from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that fol-
lowed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Hosanna in the highest!” When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked,
“Who is this?” The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Lesson: Make Jesus in your life.

Matthew 26:36-42--Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to
them, “Sit here while | go over there and pray.” He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along
with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed
with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” Going a little farther, he fell
with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from
me. Yet not as | will, but as you will.” Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping.
“Could you men not keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. “Watch and pray so that
you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.” He went away a second
time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless | drink it, may
your will be done.”

John 12:27,28--Now my heart is troubled, and what shall | say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’?
No, it was for this very reason | came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!

Lesson: Live with .

Disciples were consumed with 2 things:
1. Love

2. Love

Matthew 22:36-40--Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied:
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” This is
the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

Matthew 26:59-66--The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence
against Jesus so that they could put him to death. But they did not find any, though many false
witnesses came forward. Finally two came forward and declared, “This fellow said, ‘| am able to
destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.”” Then the high priest stood up and said to
Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against
you?” But Jesus remained silent. The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living
God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. “But | say
to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and
coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken
blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy.
What do you think?” “He is worthy of death,” they answered.

LLesson: Co fo Jesus for .

1 Peter 5:7--Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.

Matthew 27:26-31--But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified. Then the
governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers
around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and then twisted together a crown of
thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked
him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the
head again and again. After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes
on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

Isaiah 53:5--But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.

See also Romans 5:8; 1 Peter 3:18; Ephesians 4:32.

Lesson: .

Small Croup Discussion Questions:

. What do you think it means to make Jesus King in your life?
2. Review the points and verses from this lesson. What personal application can you make from this teaching?

3. Do you feel itis easy to get distracted from the purpose Jesus has laid out for us? What can we do to stay
focused on that?

4. Take some time right now to pray for the needs of those in your small group.



